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This week we will be taking the time to highlight
some profound Black inventors that still impact our
daily lives today. Some which have made notable
imprints throughout our childhood, inventions
which have saved thousands of lives across the globe
and others so intertwined in our daily lives we barely
think about how much we use them.

From now on, every time you get a call and you
know whether to answer, decline or watch it ring so
you can continue using your phone - thank Dr.
Shirley who invented Caller ID. From her time spent
at AT&T and Bell labs, she developed the call waiting
system, the Caller ID system, and touch tone phones.
Her contributions are what make you love Apple and
Android devices today. As the first African American
woman to get her doctorate in MIT, and the highest
paid president of a private college ( Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute) - she has impacted every single
one of our lives without you even being aware of it.
So next time you ignore a call, or adjust your tone
and greeting because you knew who was incoming:
thank Miss Dr. Shirley for making it possible.

Let’s start with a riddle to introduce the next mad
scientist who changed the world.
You use it everyday...
It can come in Black or grey.
It usually comes in white, and if left on it will attract
bugs all night.

Mr. Lewis Latimer who worked alongside Thomas
Edison, 

invented the carbon filament which resigned today’s
lightbulb by utilizing carbon to power it. Inventor of
the modern day lightbulb has not only been a
massive environmental strive for the entire world,
but also advanced the dated use of fire to give us
light in the dark. Mr. Lewis also helped develop Bell’s
design of the telephone, and early stages of today’s
air conditioning unit. During this heatwave, I bet you
didn't know he is the one helping us get through it
all.

Black bodies have also contributed several inventions
to today’s Health Care worldwide, responsible for
saving more lives than one could imagine. Mr. Otis
Boykin invented the Pacemaker after his mother had
passed away due to a heart failure, and although he
had experienced this tragedy, it led to saving
countless lives thereafter. The pacemaker functions
to produce electrical impulses to stimulate a regular
heartbeat, extending the life expectancy of those who
live with severe heart conditions. Loved ones globally
can now experience the benefits of the Pacemaker
due to Mr. Otis Boykin’s loss, and for that the
Medical field can thank this extraordinary member
of the Black community.

Now, I know we’re all familiar with the Super Soaker,
the water gun of everyones childhood. Mr. Lonie G
Johnson, a Areospace Engineer for NASA changed
the game of water guns in North America. We can all
collectively tip our hats off to Mr. Lonnie for setting
the standard of childhood summertime water 
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and I’m sure many of us aren’t
ashamed to admit - our
adulthood pool parties.

Where is our Nija family? This
one’s from you, Mr. Philip
Emeagwali Nigerian computer
scientist known for building the
world’s fastest computer that is
able to perform 3.1 billion
calculations per second.
Probably one of the most
famous inventors of the 20th
century, and recipient of the
Gordon Bell Prize and Nobel
Prize for his work in
computation in 1989. Today, his
computers are used to forecast
our daily weather updates, and
develop global warming
predictions. Massive companies
like Apple also utilize his
inventions within their products
to maintain the high speed and
efficiency of his
microprocessing technology.
This is big, especially
considering Mr. Emegwali’s life
story. Born and raised in
Nigeria, Akure he fled from his
home at age 12 due to the civil
war that had broken out, yet
still managed to secure a full
scholarship to Oregon State
University and was able to bring
his entire family with him.

But from a young age he had
shown signs of advanced
intelligence, by age 10 he could
solve 100 math problems
without assistance in an hour
and was nicknamed Calculus by
his peers. Still alive today, being
the recipient of over 100 prizes,
we have all been blessed to live
through the makings of history
with a genius amongst us and
supporting us in ways we have
never even considered.

Last, but definitely not least we
have Dr. Weatherby who was
the chemist behind the Cascade
brand. Yes - the dish detergent
for your dishwasher. Dr.
Weatherby developed the
chemical solution which solved
the common issue of detergent
staining your dishes and
utensils. With the use of non-
staining dyes that were able to
maintain colour when being
utilized, without staining the
products they were being used
on, was the patent that set the
tone for all dishwashing
detergents thereafter. She was
also the first to introduce the
lemon-scented aroma of
washing detergent that no
longer left heavy chemical
odours after each use.
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Remember these names and
their contributions to modern
day technology as you continue
to live your daily lives. In
making these inventors visible,
we increase the visibility of
Black bodies, and their
contributions worldwide. There
are many things that wouldn’t
be here had it not been for the
minds which came from out of
the Black community, and as we
continue to support Black
people, Black inventors, Black
entrepreneurs, and Black
businesses - we will continue to
see advancements within our
society as a whole.

Stay informed, Stay connected, We got you.

 Black Execs 

https://www.africaglobalradio.com/did-you-know-dr-philip-
emeagwali-built-the-worlds-fastest-
computer/https://www.history.com/news/8-black-inventors-
african-americanhttps://thinkgrowth.org/14-black-inventors-you-
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3c0702cc63d2https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/24/us/black-
inventors.html
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