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One of my all time favourites: The Black Panther Party. A group formed in 1966 by

youthful, oppressed and enlightened Black activists who fought to change the

system, rather than integrate into oppressive structures. The spark began with Huey

Newton and Bobby Seale, right out of sweet Oakland, California. Although Newton

was illiterate when graduating high school, he met his “partner in crime” Bobby

Seale in college, and later completed his Ph.D. Surprise, surprise, with the

dissertation “War Against The Panthers. A Study of Repression in America.” Bobby

Seale on the other hand served in the US air force prior to entering into college

where he met Huey Newton. Together their radicalism “took root” (Brittanica) in

response to the resistance and violence against the Civil Rights Movement which

birthed the Black Panther Party.

LETS TAKE THE TIME TO REFLECT



The Black Panther Party was originally

designed to protect the residents in

Black neighbourhoods from police

brutality. In the 1960’s they reached

their peak with over 2K members

forming their own chapters throughout

the Americas. Their primary initiatives

involved arming the African Americans

across states; fighting for their

exemption from military drafts; high

rates of incarceration within their

communities; and reparations for the

exploitation of Black people. Sounds

familiar doesn’t it?

Ignited by the assassination of Malcom

X, Huey and Bobby decided it was time

to found the Black Panther Party in

1966. The Black Panther party proved

to differ from some of the other Black

empowerment groups during this time

and really took Marxist theory to a

more comprehensive level. If you know

anything about Marxist theory, you

know that one of its major flaws is its

inability to account for race; and

although many of the Black nationalist

empowerment groups differentiated

the oppressor (whites) and the

oppressed (Blacks) by a very bold and

stagnant line - the Black Panthers added

the necessary layers to address the

complexities between Black and whites

during this time. The Black Panther

party allowed for there to be a

distinction between the oppressor

whites and the progressive whites, who

made the attempt to support Black’s in

the fight for equality. And introduced

tactics that would allow allies and their

resources to be utilized to meet the

overarching objectives. They also

acknowledged how classicism created

divides within the Black community as

well, where wealthy Blacks upheld

oppressive practices against middle-

class Blacks in order to maintain their

status. They provided one of the first

steps to understanding the system of

capitalism, and how racism is then used

as a tool to reinforce this system.

In many ways we use their strategies and

ways of thought to apply them to

current society. Much of what they

fought for is what we still see today,

more or less it has transformed into the

Black Lives Matter group that is

dominant today. And just like we see

today, members being criminalized for

community work, awareness raising,

and protesting - is the same way The

Black Panther party was deemed one of

the biggest threats to social security by

the FBI. To what degree have things

changed? And to what extent can we

agree they have all stayed the same?
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Stay informed, Stay connected, We got you.
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Resources: 

1. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Panther-

2. Partyhttp://web.stanford.edu/~ccarson/articles/am_left.htm 


